insignificant, by most of those whose attention has not been particularly called to these injuries. Though much has been written on the subject, the diversity of opinion which still prevails, renders farther information very desirable on the comparative advantages of different plans of treatment. Care, with a moderate share of neatness, will effect a good cure, in most cases, whatever plan is adopted; carelessness, or untoward accidents, may cause deformity with the very best. Our business is to select that which will be most generally success- ful, with ordinary attention in the surgeon, and endurance in the patient?which is least laborious to the one, and least irksome to the other. On these grounds I recommend the plan of .Desault, with a few very slight modifications. For several years it has been adopted, almost invariably, in our In all the modifications of the bent position it is difficult to compare the length of the limbs. It has happened, that, in his zeal to guard against shortening, the surgeon has raised the knee too much, and produced elongation.
Nor must it be forgotten, that the bent, or half-bent position, puts on the stretch the posterior muscles of the thigh, which are, for obvious reasons, the more numerous and powerful. These are fitted to draw the thigh backwards much beyond the vertical line of the body. At every step it is thrown back to the full as far as it is advanced, yet there is no painful stretching of the anterior muscles. Besides, some even of these, as the rectus, the crureus, and the vasti, must be extended by the bending of the knee. It seems scarcely a question that, in the straight position, the relaxation of the muscles is more uniform than it can be in any other.
Where it is necessary to remove a patient from one place to another, which it may be in civil practice, and must often be during a campaign, nothing could be contrived more inconvenient than the double inclined plane. From 
